God Reconciling the World unto Himself

A Survey of the Bible
Part One: The Patriarchal Age

Lesson Five: Isaac, Jacob, and the Children of Israel
Texts: Genesis [image: image1.jpg]


25:19-28; 25:29-34; 27:22-29; 29:20-30; 37:5-11; 45:1-7; 50:15-21
I
n our last lesson we learned that God promised Abraham that all nations would be blessed through his “Seed,” which referred to Jesus (Gen. 22:18; Gal. 3:16). To fulfill this promise God established a special relationship with the family of Abraham. His son Isaac had twin boys, Esau and Jacob. 

All people have a choice to serve God, and can have a relationship with Him. However, sometimes God chooses to work through certain people to carry out His plans. In order to prepare for the coming of Jesus, God established a special relationship with the family of Abraham through the line of Isaac’s son, Jacob. Before the twins were born God told Rebekah, Isacc’s wife, “Two nations are in your womb, two peoples shall be separated from your body; one people shall be stronger than the other, and the older shall serve the younger” (Gen. 25:23). 
Esau, the older, became the father of the Edomite nation. Jacob (whom God named Israel) became the father of the Israelites. 

God never makes people do wrong (James 1:13), but He can use their bad choices to bring about His will. Perhaps because of the promise given to Rebekah, she led Jacob to trick Isaac into blessing him over Esau. Before this, Jacob had received Esau’s right to the birthright of the firstborn, by giving him food when he was hungry. So, although the birthright and father’s blessing usually went to the older son, Jacob received both. This made Esau angry and forced Jacob to run away in fear that Esau would kill him.  

When Jacob fled from Esau he went to Haran where some of his relatives lived. There he fell in love with a young woman named Rachel. Rachel’s father, Laban tricked Jacob into marrying Leah, Rachel’s older sister (when he thought he had married Rachel). Laban gave Rachel to Jacob also, but that left Jacob with two wives. When God first created marriage He made one man for one woman (Gen. 2:24). Under the New Testament God would reinstate this original pattern for marriage (Matt. 19:4-9). However, during the Patriarchal age (and later the Mosaic Age) God permitted men to have more than one wife (cf. Deut. 25:5-6).

Jacob had twelve sons through his two wives (and their servants when his wives were barren). His special love for Rachel led him to show special love for the two son’s she bore to him: Joseph and Benjamin. Rachel died giving birth to Benjamin. Jacob’s other sons were jealous of Joseph because of Jacob’s love for him. They also were angry at the fact that he had dreamed that his brothers and parents would bow down to him . Little did they know that these dreams were actually prophesies from God. His brothers sold him into slavery, but in the providence of God Joseph came to Egypt and there became a leader and advisor to the Egyptian Pharaoh. When famine came, his family went to Egypt and Joseph saved them from starvation there.
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	Week
	Sunday
	Monday
	Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday
	Friday
	Saturday

	5
	Leviticus 16-18
	Leviticus 19-21
	Leviticus 22-24
	Leviticus 25-27
	Numbers 1-4
	Numbers 5-8
	Numbers 9-12


Study Questions
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1.  Who were the two sons of Isaac (Gen. 25:25-26)?                 1) 
 2)


Which one was born first? 

2.  What was Rebekah told about the boys even before they were born (Gen. 25:23)?
 


3.  How did Jacob obtain Esau’s birthright (Gen. 25:29-34)?


4.  Who did Jacob desire to marry (Gen. 29:18)?

Who did Laban give to him instead (Gen. 29:23)?


5.  What does Jesus teach in Matthew 19:4-9 which indicates that God no longer permits man to have more than one wife?  

6.  Why did Joseph’s brothers envy him? 

7.  Which brother put Jospeh in a pit to rescue him later (Gen. 37:22)? 


Which brother suggested they sell Joseph as a slave (Gen. 37:26-27)?


8.  What did God allow Joseph to do that elevated him to power in Egypt (Gen. 41)?                   


9.  Which brother, did Joseph demand to see (Gen. 42:19-20; 44:2, 12)? 


10.  Would it have been easy for Joseph to forgive his brothers?

What did he understand had been accomplished by his hardship in Egypt (Gen. 50:19-20)?


11.  In Jacob’s blessing to Judah before his death, he foretold the fact that Jesus (who is called “Shiloh”) would descend from Judah. List some things that this promises about Jesus (Gen. 49:10):

Key Passage: “Joseph said to them, ‘Do not be afraid, for am I in the place of God? But as for you, you meant evil against me; but God meant it for good, in order to bring it about as it is this day, to save many people alive” 
(Genesis 50:19-20, NKJV).
This Week’s Reading Schedule
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